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PREFACE. 


Ts following Sermon would never have 


been made public, but for a reaſon, of 


which the reader is already apprized i in the 
title- page. The Author thought it his duty 


to yield to the opinion of thoſe Gentlemen, 


ho did him the honor to requeſt that he 


i 218 


would print | his Sermon. i # 5 

This may ſuffice, by way of apology, for 
publiſhing a Diſcourſe, which contains no- 
thing but what the occaſion probably ſuggeſted 
to many a Clergyman, whoſe modeſty has 
not fuffered him to commit his Sermon to 


the preſs. Concerning ſome of the ſenti- 


ments diſcoverable in the following Diſcourſe, 
ſomething” more 7 25 be offered. 


1 | It 


L vii! 


It is ſcarcely poſſible in compoſitions of this 
nature, not to touch ſome of thoſe points, on 


which mankind are now ſo divided. This is 


felt as a great difficulty, without doubt, by many 
of our function, who, well underſtanding 
the. nature of their office, and whoſe minds 
being congenial to its purſuits, would be glad 
to retire far from the clamours of political 


diſputation. 


But the diſcuſſions of the preſent 55 


are of ſuch a character, as to forbid, even to 


a Clergyman, ſo great an abſtraction from 


the affairs of the political world. Religion 
is deeply concerned in the diſputes of the 
day. The cauſe in which our Country i8 


engaged, is not merely the ſupport of monar- 
chy ; the intereſts of order, of virtue, and of 
Chriſtianity, are connected with it. Can 
there be any. example of devotedneſs to Gop 


brought from the Holy Scriptures, to reprove 
thoſe, who, in their proper ſtations, are 
endea« 


{ at 7] 

-erideavouring to prevent the ſubverſion of 
our Conſtitution in Church and State? Is it 
our duty to be ſilent in ſuch a cauſe? Far 
otherwiſe, do I conceive, the Holy Seriptures 
teach me to act in the preſent period: my 
reaſons of conduct are derived from the life 
and writings of the ** greateſt of apoſtles.” 
When I conſider the zeal which he mani- 
feſted for Chxiſtianity, and the orderly, and 
peaceable deportment he inculcated on its 
| profeſſors, I ſeem to hear him ſay, If there 
„be any conſolation in CHRIST, if any 
„comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 
+ ſpirit, if any bowels and mercies,” endea- 
vour to guard the flock committed to your 
care, againſt the influence of thoſe principles, 
which tend to plunge your country into the 
depths of infidelity, vice, and miſery, 


I therefore conſider myſelf bound, by my 
very profeſſion, to oppoſe thoſe corrupt prin- 
ciples which are nowat work among mankind. 

CEE os 1 am, 


— 4 
— — - 9 


L* 3 


Jam, however, not leſs convinced of its being 


my duty, to abſtain from all exaſperating lan- 
guage, in animadverting on them. In what- 


ever manner other men chooſe to expreſs 


themſelves on ſuch ſubjects, certain it is, that 
*when we, who are the miniſters of a meek 
and lowly Saviour, concern.,ourſelves with 
them, it becomes us to avoid all thoſe 
terms, which ſerve more to provoke men 
of different views to fierce contention, 
than to reconcile them to truth, and to each 
other. | 


But with all this regard to Chriſtian mo- 
deration, we muſt certainly take care ſo to 


ſpeak out, as not to extenuate evil. To con- 


nive at, or to palliate what is bad in itſelf, and 
injurious in its effects, argues the want of a 
quick and ſtrong ſenſe of the difference be- 
tween right and wrong ; moreover, it is a 


eulpable thing fo to do: it is a treſpaſs againſt 


charity, as well as Againſt juſtice, Let the 


natures 


{ 4 ] 
natures and tendencies of things be clearly 
aſcertained ; and when that is done, let us 
call them by their proper names; and endea- 
vour to ſhew, by fair induction, the conſe- 
quences that may refult from them ; whether 
they! be good or evil. 


A ſenſe of the obligation to ſuch fidelity 
in a miniſter of religion, forbids me to' uſe 
any ſoftening terms in ſpeaking of the prin- 
ciples and deſigns of our enemies. The 
fear of being charged with a want of candor, 
has, I apprehend, contributed to the propa- 
gation of the one, and the forwarding of the 
other. Had their turpitude been marked 
with thoſe ſigns of virtuous indignation, which 
ſhould have been expreſſed on their firſt 
appearance, by all public characters, their 
influence might not have reached that extent, 
to which it ſeems to have ſpread.” Charity, 


indeed, is not apt to think evil: yet where 
miſchievous intention is obvious, her © judg- 
. 1 ment 


* ] 


ment is according to truth ;*” nor voss ſhe, 

in ſuch a caſe, allow herſelf to be filent. 
From no worſe motive, a miniſter of 
Canrsr may ſpeak plainly, with reſpe& to 
the pernicious opinions fo induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated in the preſent day. Without ww 
ing an auditory by continual invectives 
againſt thoſe who hold them, the faithful 
paſtor will endeavour to excite in his hearers, 
a juſt abhorrence of the principles. them- 
felves. Were the intereſts of religion leſs 
implicated with the texture of modern poli- 
tics than they are, I do not apprehend that 
he would act like an unconcerned ſpectator 
of what is now paſſing before his eyes. If 
de be held in any conſideration as a miniſter 
of CHRIST, he will, without doubt, be glad 
to avail himſelf of that circumſtance to render 
ſervice to his country. Nor will he think it 
any miſapplication of thoſe ſeaſons of public 
W whoſe principle object is a &img dom 
that 


[ * 
that is not of this world, to improve the op- 
portunity they afford him of cheriſhing thoſe 


principles of ſubordination, union, and peace, 
on which the ſtability of a nation depends. 


How far that path, lying between the 
errors on either hand, has been kept by the 
Author of the following Sermon, is a queſtion 
which he muſt leave others to determine: if 
he have deviated from it, he humbly intreats 
Gop to forgive the fault, and prevent its 
miſleading the Reader. 


A SERMON. 
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SERMON. 


1 CHRON. xi. 32. 


— The children of Ifachar were men that had 
underſtanding of the times, to know what 
. 88 to do. * 


H EN a nation is in ſerious circums 
ſtances, how deſirable a thing is it to 
thoſe, who are intereſted. in the welfare of 
their country, to find ſuch men in it as 
anſwer to the deſcription here given of the 
Children of Iſſachar! Such perſons, whether 
they hold an eminent, or only a common 
ſtation in the community, are calculated to 
render eſſential ſervice to their country. I 
truſt that we have many of this n 
amongſt us. We have many who are livi 
under the influence of chriſtian prinei es: 
and the greater part of theſe (however im- 
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2-8 
perfectly acquainted with many things within 
the compaſs of political knowledge) have, I 
apprehend, ſuch a perception of the more 
obvious features of the preſent times, as to 
fee what it becomes them, as Chriſtians, to do- 
in ſuch a ſtate of things. : 

It is much to be wiſhed, that on Britiſh 
ſubject had the fame views: but Teſt from 
want of conſideration, or from ſome other 
cauſe, they ſhould not obtain fo generally as 


might be deſired, let me employ the preſent 


folemn hour, in making ſuch obſervations on 
the circumſtances of the times, as may ſerve 
both to diſcover and enforce the duties pecu- 
Harly incumbent on Chriſtian men, in the 
preſent awful period. To anſwer this pur- 
poſe my text ſeems well adapted; inaſmuch. 
as it includes, ur a few words, the whole of 
my deſign. 


From the occaſion to which theſe words 
refer, namely, the aſſembling of the tribes of 
Iſrael at Hebron to“ turn the kingdom of 
Saul to David*,” we may infer that the ſenſe 


* Vet . 


IL 


1 3 
in which they are to be taken is this; that 
the children of Iſſachar underſtood, that the 
conjuncture which had taken place was 
favourable for ſettling the affairs of the 
kingdom according to the known purpoſe of 
Gop; and that they knew it was their duty 
to come forward and acknowledge the right 
of that man to the throne, whom Gop had 
hs pop to be king over lirael. 2 


865 grant, that like theſe men, we e may 
00 underſtand the aſpects of Providence, as to 
| perceive the duties they particularly point out 
to us; and ſo regard them, as to bh n 

faithful 1 in the diſcharge of them!” 7 


In er from theſe words, my "A 
bulineſs is to conſider, what it is to under- 
Aand the timer. 8 


It is neither my i nor my deſign to 
diſcuſs the nature and properties of political 
wiſdom. This is not the place for ſuch a 
diſcuſſion, nor indeed am I qualified for it. 
T mean only to touch on a few prominent 
yum in a period like the preſent, which 

B 2 plain 


— 


1 
* $1 
l , 
* 
7 
4 
N 
44 
* 
* 
[8 
; 4 : 
* 
9 
iT 
19 
af 2 
? 
* 
o 
"229 
* 
147 
i 
— 14 
FT: 
11 
if 
14 
4 
1. 
* 
9 
8 
A. 4 
: 


[ 4} 
plain men may underftand, and which good 
men cannot but ſeriouſly conſider. ! 5111 


- He wes truly underſtands the times, will 
will not overlook evils of the greateſt mag- 


nitude, and at the fame time be ever poring 
on ſmaller ones. If he live in an age in 


which both religion and the arts are in 2 
languiſhing. ſtate, he will not paſs by the 
former of theſe circumſtances as a matter of 
no coneern, and be ever deploring the latter. 


Now it muſt be allowed, that in all ages there 
has been fo much diſregard of Gop found 
among men, as might naturally attract the 


notice of thoſe who fear their Creator, as the 
worſt and moſt threatening circumitance of 


their times. But at ſome periods this great- 


eſt of evils may predominate. beyond the 
example of former ages. It may prevail to 
ſuch a degree, as to threaten the ſpeedy 


diſſolution of all the bonds by which fociety 


is held together. In ſuch a ſtate of things, 


we can judge where the eye of that perſon. 
will be fixed, who views men and things by 
that light which the holy Scriptures afford to 


ws 


1511 


the mind. Let us endeavour to make this a 
little plainer. | | 
We in ani (or unc 8 ſake) 
that there may be ſome defect in the form of 
that government under which ſuch a man 
lives; —or that, although it be moſt excellent 
in itſelf, there may be ſome fault in the 
adminiſtration of it. Vet theſe are not the 
firſt things that would ſtrike a man who fears 
Gop;' if withal the times be marked by a 
ſpirit of licentiouſneſs. If ſuch a ſpirit meet 
him every where, it is with hig that his at- 
tention will be principally occupied. It is 
with this that he will be moſt deeply affected; 
as the evil that is worſt in its nature, and 
from which the worſt conſequences are likely 
to follow; whatever be the conſtitution of 
the country, or whoever be the perſons who 
have the management of public affairs. 


On the fight of this evil, he will be ready 
to ſay, (and eſpecially if he be a'man whoſe 
time is engaged in the occupations of private 
life) As to what is the beſt form of govern- 
ment, or who may be the fitteſt men to 
; B3 * govern, 
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the greate/i evil of the times, let me aſk, 


L209 +4] 
« govern, I may be miſtaken ; but of the ſpirit 
of irreligion amongſt us I am at no loſs to 
judge: I clearly ſee the fact, and I am 
* alarmed at its conſequences. This muſt 
* be highly offenſive to GoD. This muſt 
« endanger the welfare of the community. 
Thus, I conceive, a man of diſcernment and 


piety would expreſs himſelf, in ſuch a ſtate 
of things. : 


Now therefore, as a man of obſervation 
and ſeriouſneſs will be principally ſtruck with 


what will ſuch a perſon think of the preſent 
times in England? If Gop be daily diſho- 
noured—If his ordinances be neglected If 


his ſabbaths be profaned—If his holy word 
be vilified If his bleſſed Son be ſet at nought 


by many—If ſerious religion be ſcouted If 
family worſhip be almoſt univerſally fallen 
into diſuſe If the preſs, which ſhould be an 
engine of improvement, be an engine of cor- 
ruption And eſpecially if the very founda- 
tions of all religion be openly aſſailed, and 
the aſſault be encouraged — What can he 
. of the times? * a man who truly 
nos ? & N under- 


1 


1 | 
anderitands them, view ſuch a ſtate of things 
without the deepeſt concern? And are not 
the evils I have mentioned found amongſt 
us? Alas! they are too obvious! | 


Further. It will be very natural for a 
ſerious and devout. obſerver, to aſcribe to ſuch 
a ſtate of impiety, all the adverſe events and 
circumſtances of the times; ſuch as war, 
diſſention, heavy taxation, ſcarcity, whether 
real or artificial. He will be ready to ſay, 
ls it likely that ſo ſinful a people ſhould be 
happy? Eſpecially, when he recollects, 
that in reference to ſuch a ſtate of things in 
the jewilh nation, Gop is repreſented as 
ſpeaking thus, Shall 7 not vzſit for theſe. 
things? Shall not my ſoud be en an 


ay a nation as this *? 


"The: man e Ls am deſcribing, will not 
be looking for the cauſe of public calamities 
in the conduct of this or that individual, 
when the conduct of the people in general 
ſo readily points out the cauſe. Inſtead 
therefore of laveighing againſt any particular 


5 perſon, 


Ee ir 
perſon, who may be ſingled out from the 
maſs, he mourns in ſecret over the corrupt 
ſtate of ſociety at large; as the prophet did, 
when he pronounced he whole head to be ſick, 

and the whole heart faint &. 
cannot diſmiſs this part of my ſubject 
without making one more obſervation ; 
namely, that a man who duly notices the 
preſent effects of © abounding _ iniquity,” 
will be apt to tremble for its future conſe- 
quences. Inſtructed by his Bible how to 
judge of what is paſſing around him, and per- 


ceiving the daily provocations that are offered 


to the Moſt High, he will probably fear, leſt 
Gop ſhould withdraw his protection from ſo 


highly favoured, and yet ſo ſinful a ane 


When he conſiders how this country has 
been /ifted u 10 Heaven + in privileges, and 


reflects on the little thankfulneſs there appears 
amongſt us for theſe bleſſings, on the little im- 


provement we have made of them, and on our 
numberleſs violations of all the duties incum- 
bent on a people . highly favoured, who can 


® Tai.1.'$. | Fs Matth. xi. 23. , 
Wonder 


| * 
wonder if his mind ſhould be filled with an 
apprehenſion, that a day of judicial viſitation 
would ſucceed to ſo long a ſeaſon of abuſed 


owe me ; 


In this view of ng the hiſtory of the 
Jews occurs to him: a people who were 
diſtinguiſhed from others, by the peculiar 
regard of Gop, but who repeatedly rebelling 
and vexing his holy Shirit, found at length, 
that GOD was turned to be their enemy : he 
who was once their ſhield, and their defence, 
fought againſt themf. How reaſonable a 
thing is it to fear, that we who have reſem- 


* This apprehenſion ſurely cannot be conſidered as 
ill-founded, when it is recollected, how we have been 
favoured with the light of the goſpel, how we have been 
diſtinguiſhed by a degree of civil and religious liberty 
unknown in moſt other countries, how long we have 
been exempted from the miſeries of domeſtic war and the 
horrors of peſtilence or famine ; and yet what liber- 
tiniſm, what negligence of God's word, what indifference 
to the character, office and grace of our adorable Re- 
deemer is viſible in this land; and that not amongſt 


the illiterate.and vulgar r- but likewiſe _—_ People 
of rank and education. 


I Ifai, Ixili, 10. 


bled 


19 ] 
bled this people both in their privileges, and 
in their ſins, ſhould be made like them in 
their puniſnment. | 


Such muſt be the views, I conceive, of all 
thoſe, who obſerve what is paſſing around 
them, and. conſider the reſponſibility that 
neceſſarily attaches to the great and numerous 
favours, temporal and ſpiritual, with which 
it has pleaſed Go to diſtinguiſh this country. 
The remarks which have been made, imply 
indeed a very humiliating idea of the Engliſh 
nation, conſidered in a religious point of view; 
but, if it be a juſt one, let us not turn away 
from it. Never let us ſhut our eyes againſt 
fact. Gop grant that we may ſee things as 
they really are, that we may not aſcribe our 
calamities to wrong cauſes, but have ſuch 
* underſtanding of the times” in which we 
live, as to Sen both the cauſe of danger, 
and the means of ſafety! 


Permit me now, my Brethren, to proceed 
to the conſideration of thoſe duties, to which 
the times evidently call us. Of the children 

— ä : | r of 


ne oy 
of Iſſachar it is faid, that they new what | 


* gel ought to 40. 


a "Theſe 1 might be ne to 10 
ſcride, perhaps, not "their political prudence, 
but their ſenſe of moral obligation. They 
might . be intended to denote "that the chil- 
dren of Iſſachar underſtood the peculiar obli- 
gation that they were under to do what was 
right, from the circumſtance of their being 
ſo much better inſtructed than the heathen 
nations were. Whether ſo much be intended. 
by the hiſtorian in theſe words or not, cer- 
tain it is, that it was peculiarly incumbent, on 
thoſe, whom Gop had favoured with the 
light of Divine Revelation, to take a right 
part .on ſo important. an occaſion. And 
equally clear is it, that a Chriſtian ſhould 
conſider on every occaſion, how much he is 
bound by the ſuperiority of that light, which 
the completed Canon of Holy Seripture holds 
forth to the Church of Gop, to do that 
which is right. A Chriſtian ſhould obſerve 
the preſent events which take place in the 
courſe of Divine Providence, in order to 
wm what 1s required of him as a Chriſtian. 
His 
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His enquiry ſhould be, what are the duties to 
which my chriſtian profeſſion bind me, under 
our preſent national circumſtances? An 
enquiry, which will unqueſtionably lead him 
to the following things. | 


He will perceive, that as he is a ſinful 
individual of a ſinful community, it becomes 
him to be humbled before Gop for his own 
offences, and to lament likewiſe, the vices of 


the times in which he lives: 


The penitential acknowledgement of our 
own fins, is one of the firſt things that muſt 
occur to us, in conſidering what we now 
ought to do. The guilt of a nation does not 
conſiſt merely of what is wrong in its public 
acts; the ſins of the ſeveral individuals who 
compoſe that nation are what principally 
conſtitute its guilt. And, therefore, every man 
ought to examine himſelf in order to know, 
with what ſhare of the national guilt he is 
chargeable, by having failed of fulfilling the 
obligations which belong to © that ſtate of 
life, to which it has pleaſed Gop to ll 
„ him.” | 

2x1 Ter 
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\ © Let me ſearch and try my ways, that 1 
* may appear before Gop, not only with 
* confeſſion in my mouth, but with contri- 
tion in my heart; imploring mercy, 
through the merits and mediation of that 


Saviour, whoſe. blood was ſhed for the re- 


miſſion of fins *. 


But this is not all which the caſe requires. 
As we are a part of a ſinful nation, we ought 
not only to be humbled for our perſonal 
offences, but likewiſe to lay the fins of the 
people to heart. The miſeries of war, much 
as it becomes us as men and as Chriſtians to 
lament them, ſhould not be the whole ground 
of our concern, We ought to be deeply 
affected with thoſe things, which are offenſive 

to Gop. Thus the godly inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem were characterized by Ezekiel. 
They are deſcribed in the ninth chapter of 
his Prophecy, as men, Who /ighed and cried 
for the abominations that were done in that - 
filace. No doubt but they bewailed the cala- 
mities of their country; and ſo might the 
moſt irreligious perſons among them. But 


' »s Þ 


Matth. xxvi. 28. 
there 
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there was ſomething ſtill more lamentable 
in the eyes of thoſe who feared Gop, and iti 
deploring which they ſtood alone ; namely, 
the /ins which occaſioned thoſe calamities. 
- It is to be feared, that ſome vigilant 
obſervers of public affairs, know nothing of 
this kind of concern. That viſible, and I 
fear, increaſing contempt of all reſtraints, for 
inſtance, both the reſtraints of religion, aud 
thoſe of human authority, appears ſcarcely to 
be noticed by them. They are quick-fighted 
to obſerve, and prompt to cenſure a wrong 
ſtep in a ſtateſman; but are unaffected with 
that lawleſs ſpirit, which meets us in almoſt 
every place. But are theſe perſons to be 
confidered as men enlightened by chriſtia- 
nity? Are theſe the followers of Jeſus? 
Would that bleſſed Perſon have overlooked 
ſuch a thing? Would it be the thing leaſt 
noticed by him, were' he now among us as 
he was among the Jews? No, indeed. 
And, moft aſſuredly, every man who has 
received the HHirit of Chriff, will manifeſt 
fome reſemblance of Chriſt. Like his bleſſed 
Pattern, he will be a lover of order, and of 


Peace; 
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peace; and, of courſe, he will be ſhocked at 
the appearance of rebellion or diſſention. 
And if theſe things prevail in a chriſtian 
land, he will lament them as abomi- 
nations in the fight of Gop: the light of 
chriſtianity diſcovering them to be ſuch; and 
the temper of his Divine Mafter within him, 
cauſing him to abhor whatever is ſo contrary 
to the genius and ſpirit of his religion. 


Further. A Chriſtian ought not only to 
lament the evils of the times, he ſhould like: 
wiſe endeavour to prevent their ſpreading: 
And to this good work, without doubt, every 
man is ready, whoſe heart is right with 
Gor.” If Gop give him any opportunity 
of reſiſting the increaſe of vice, he can no 
more deſiſt from oppoſing it, than he can 
quietly behold the ſpreading of a conflagra- 
tion, He may not indeed have it in his 
power to ſtop the progreſs of any. growing 
evil, yet in that caſe, he will ſhew the ſtate 
of his mind towards it, by taking care that 


he does not aid its ey 


To 
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To give an inſtance. There are many 

licemtious doctrines now propagated. If a man 5 
truly know what a Chriſtian ought to do at 
theſe times, he will aſſuredly take care that 
theſe doctrines receive no countenance from 
him. His fear of ſanctioning any thing that 
is of a pernicious tendency, will make him 
cautious, where he might otherwiſe be 
under no reſtraint. 


It is certainly a time for all who wiſh well 
to religion, to take heed, that they do not in- 
 advertently contribute to the diſſemination of 
corrupt principles. Every publication that 
tends to propagate them (though but indi- 
rectly) ſhould now be diſcountenanced; 
whatever be its profeſſed deſign, and with 
whatever ability it be executed. A work 
that is profeſſedly written to promote the 
advancement of ſcience, or to furniſh inno- 
cent entertainment, may be the vehicle of 
debauching principles; and if ſo, the advan- 
tage or rn we might derive from its 
peruſal ſhould be given up, on account of the 
injury which the work may do to mankind: 


for ev ery purchaſer is acceſſary to the miſ- 
| chief, 
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chief, by forwarding the ſale of the pub 


cation. 


Whatever tends to brtithe' the public 
mind, is a work of darkneſs ; and to darkneſs 
it ſhould be conſigned. With reſpect to 
every thing of that kind, our rule is explicit; 
Have no fellowſhih with the unfruitful works 
of darkneſs *. Sutely a Chriſtian ſhould 
weigh the import of this prohibition, with 
reſpect to his employments, his amuſements, 
and his ſociety. And if he allow it its full 
force, he will give no encouragement. to any 
work of error, nor have any connection (that 
he can avoid) with its advocates. And 
thereby he will be preſerved from violating 
another injunction of equal authority; Bs | 
not à frartaker of other: men's fins Te del 


Let it be our care likewiſe, to e 
in our families, all that is paſſing without 
doors contrary to chriſtianity. It does not 
ſeem neceſſary to enumerate all the evils, to 
which this general admonition may apply. 
But as I am enforcing duties which the times 

9 Epheſ. v. 11 t 1 Tim. V. 22. | 
C render 
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render peculiarly incumbent on us, I would 
name one: I mean, that ſpirit of licentiouſ- 
nefs' which is now abroad. Let every Chriſ- 
tian make it his buſineſs to train his family 
in fuch principles, and habits, as may guard 
them againſt the contagious influence of that 
ſpirit. There have been times when it was 
neceſſary toſhew, that deference to ſuperiors 
might be carried too far: but a very different 
talk now devolves upon inſtructors. The 
preſent times are ſuch, as particularly to re- 
quire the few, who have a juſt fenfe of the 
duty of ſabordmation, and the happineſs 
accompanying it, to make it their buſineſs to 
inculcate that duty on their children and 
fervants. And indeed fo far are things gone, 
that if this buſineſs be not ſeriouſly taken in 
hand, and ſteadily purſued, there is little 
hope that the bleſſings of order will much 
longer be enjoyed in this country. But let 
it be remembered, that we muſt teach by 
example, as well as by precept. We muſt 
practiſe our own leſſons, or we may as well 
be filent. Thoſe over whom we ought to 
have authority, muſt fee us honouring that 
authority which is over us. If they do not 


per- 
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perceive in us, a devout regard to ſacred 
things, if they do not ſee us paying the utmoſt 
reſpect to the laws made for the maintenance of 
religion, and the preſervation of good order, 
how little will they regard our admonitions! 


Let me further obſerve to you, my Bre- 
thren, that a man who tightly underſtands, 
the times, muſt perceive, that there is now an 
extraordinary call to the duty of prayer. | 


When people who live without GOD ; in the 
world are alarmed, what do they have re- 
courſe to in order to allay their apprehen- 
ſions? M ere human expedients. The arm 
of fleſh is all they truſt to. But the fel of 
GOD look higher. Not that I would inſi 
nuate, that it is any part of religion to neglett 
human help. The Chriſtian conſiders, that 
it is his duty to uſe all fair and rational | 
means for averting danger. And on that 

account, it muſt give him pleaſure to obſerve 
that zeal for the common ſafety, which many : 
are now diſcovering by their yoluntary contri- 
butions in aid of government. And he will be 


Teady to join chin with his own ſubſcription. 
C 2 Eſpecially 
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Eſpecially, ſceing that the exigency of the caſe 
is ſuch, that all is at ſtake : not only our pro- 
perty, but our conſtitution, yea our very 
religion being threatened. Such is the pre- 
e in which we now ſtand. If that 
exterminating enemy, with which we are 
at war, be not kept off, our churches will be 
be ſhut; our miniſters ſilenced; our ſabbaths 
aboliſhed; and infidelity will domineer over 
the profeſſors, as well as over the miniſters of 
the Goſpel. Who that has an heart inte- 
reſted in the ſafety of the ark of Gop, can 
decline giving his utmoſt ſupport. in ſuch a 


cauſe as ours? ? 


But the Chriſtian, though he be ready to 
concur in the uſe of all human expedients 
which tend to our ſafety, does not reſt his 
confidence on them alone. He applies to 
Almighty power: he reſorts to Divine 
mercy; and proſtrates himſelf before the 
throne of Gop with humble and earneſt 
ſupplications in behalf of his country. 


If we look into the Holy Scriptures we 


there ſee, that this was the ogurſe which men, 
who 
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Who feared” Cop, took in Keb of public 
diſtreſs. Let us tread in the foolſtehßs of the 
flock.” We have their Gop to pray to; a ED 
all-ſufficient; a Gop “ mighty to ſave;” a 
Gop, under the controul of whoſe providence 
are all the affairs of men, and all the events 
of time; a Gop, moreover, who has faid, 
Call uhon me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me *. 


It will be our wiſdom at all ſeaſons to be 
found kneeling at the footſtool of the Throne 
of Grace. When can there a time be found 
in which we do not ſtand in need of that 
mercy and help, which Gop, for CurisT's 
ſake, is willing to beſtow. But in times of 
public difficulty, there is an extraordinary call 
to this duty. May we hear it, and obey ! 
Let us fall before our Gop, and humbly 
beſeech him to © give to us true repentance; 
&* to forgive us all our ſins, negligences, and 
« jonorances; and to endue us with the grace 
of his Holy Spirit, that we may amend 
* our lives according to his holy word.“ 
Be theſe our firſt, and molt earneſt prayers. 
» Pal. I. 15. 
C 3 Let 
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Let us then look to our Gop for protection, 
and (when he ſhall ſee good to remove the 
preſent ſcourge) for the precious bleſſing of a 
ſound and laſting peace: commending alſo 
to his Divine Providence, our king; and be- 
ſeeching him to endow with all neceſſary 
talents, thoſe perſons who are put i in autho- 
rity under him, in every department of the 
ſtate. q 

Let us likewiſe bear upon o our hearts the 
welfare of the Church of Gop, both here, 
and in all parts of the world: praying, that 
however it may be ſhaken by the ſtorms 
which now roar through Europe, it may 
ſpread itſelf ſtill more over the face of the 
earth, and be purified, as well as enlarged. _ 


Let every man earneſtly ſupplicate, i in the 
name of Ixsus CHRIST our Lord, for grace 
for himſelf; that, under all ciromitinoces, he 
may be enabled to hold forth the light of a 
Chriſtian example; ; and be fo prepared for 
the moſt trying events, ſhould they take 
place, that when he fees them coming, he 
may ſing the Church's fong ; Gad i 16 our. re- 


bete 
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Inge und flrength; a very 'freſent lieli in 
trouble : therefore will we not fear, thingh 
the earth be removed, and though the mountains 
be carried mio the midſt of the ſea . 


\ Bleſſed is that man who may warrantably 
meet a © day of adverſity” with ſuch confi- 
dence! Let me intreat you, my dear 
Hearers, to enquire whether you be likely to 
meet ſuch a day with ſuch a hope. And to 
enquiries of this profitable nature ſurely 
every man muſt now perceive himfelf called, 
who hears the rod, and liſtens 20 him who 
akfointeth it+. We hear a deſponding 
language from ſome thoughtful men. What 
we have hitherto ſuffered appears to them 
but the beginning of ſorrows f. Be their ap- 
prehenſions well or ill founded, I would 
extract this uſeful leſſon from the fears they 
expreſs ;— * 
* To conſider the times as calling every 
man ſerioufly to enquire, whether he be pre- 
pared for the worſt events that may follow 
the ares fd troubles. 


7 Wi 


To 'this duty the preſent judgments call 


aloud; and, I truſt, that it is not an unheeded 


call with many, Methinks I overhear a 
man wiſe, unto ſalvation , thus ſpeaking. to 
himſelf, after having contemplated the aſpects 
of the times; Who can tell what the end 
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of theſe things ſhall be? Who can tell what 
even a day may bring forth + in ſo eventful 
a period as the preſent? Let me endeavour 


to know, whether I be prepared for the 


worſt. Should I be ſtripped of my pro- 
perty, ſhall I have any thing left, in which I 
may ſtill rejoice? Have I choſen that 
good hart which, my Saviour ſays, ſhall 
never be taken from ; him who hath it? 


Should I ſee my country viſited with thoſe 
troubles which have afflicted France — 


Should I ſee the miſeries of war come 
nearer home, 1s there any reaſon to believe, 


that I have piety enough to ſupport ſuch a 


ſtate of things? The conteſt in which my 
country is now engaged may involye in it 
my own death: am I prepared for that 
event? True, indeed, I call myſelf a 
Chriſtian ; but am I a Chriſtian merely 


* 2 Tim, ili. 15. + Prov. xxvii. 1. I Lake x. 42. 
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from education, or am I one from choice ? 
Have I truly repented of ſin? Habe I 
committed myſelf to that bleſſed Saviour, 
who preſents himſelf to me in the goſpel, 
as the way to God, the advocate of ſinners; 
and the light of the world? Have I made 
an entire ſurrender of myſelf to him? 
And am I zow endeavouring to live like 
* his faithful ſervant; ſo that were he ſud- 
* denly to ſummon me into his preſence, I 
might approach him with a bleſſed confi- 
denee in his 1 * x 

To this cloſe and faithful examination of 
himſelf, does the wakeful Chriſtian perceive 
himſelf called. From amidſt the clouds 
which darken the prefent ſcene, he hears . 
thoſe words of his Saviour, which he addreſ- 
ſed to his diſciples, when he foretold the fall 
of Jeruſalem, TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES. 
He is thankful for the gracious admonition; 
and it begets in him the moſt ſerious enquiries 
about the ſtate of his foul. And if he has a 
family, to every one of thoſe who compoſe 
it, does he extend that concern which he 
feels for his own ſafety. He will make it 
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his bass to ſet his. houſe in order; ulng 
ſuch means, as tend to put every one who 
| belongs: to him in a ſtate of preparation ſor 
the worſt; that in cate the enemy ſhould com? 
in lite a flood, he may not enter into the ark 
of ſafety alone, but, like Inn take his — 
with him. [ 


CONCLUSION. 


. Tnvs have JI endeavoured to ſhew what is 
incumbent on a Chriſtian in theſe times. 
The whole drift of this diſcourſe has been to 
excite myſelf, and my hearers, to a& up td 
the principles of that holy religion we ſtill 
profeſs. To this the voice of Divine judge- 
ment is now calling us. God grant that we 
may have grace to attend to that voice! 


here is one circumſtance of the times, of 
which I felt myſelf compelled to take conſi- 
derable notice; I mean that ſpirit of inſubor- 
dination which has ſhewn itſelf amongſt us: 
an evil, by which our country may be ruined, 
after the has beheld every foreign enemy dead 
1 upon 
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upon her ſhores. This is an evil, therefore, 
to the removal of which we muſt apply our: 
ſelves with all diligence. But in order to 
this, let us endeavour to trace it to its true 
origin. It muſt not be thought, that the 
want of ſubordination i is merely the effect of 
thoſe, licentious writings, which have been 
circulated among the people. If religious 
principle be wanting, the ſpirit of infubor- 
dination will not require the voice of an in- 
flammatory teacher to call it up from Hell: 
it will riſe of itſelf, When the fear of Gop 
departs from a community, diſorder naturally 
ſucceeds. . Every agent ſtarts from his place; 
and all ſeem to be fo actuated by the luft of 
alternate invaſion, that ſociety — dif- 


ficult to manage, even to the moſt conſumy _ 


mate maſters in the art of government. Fox 
this diſcordant ſtate of things human inge- 
nuity may invent ſome palliatives ; but the 
harmony is not to be reſtgred, but by the re · 
turn of that great and powerful principle, in 
the abſence of which ſpring up * confuſion 
« and every evil work.” May the fear: of 
Gop be revived in every heart! 
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The evident want of ſubordination has 
Ted me to inſiſt much on the religious care of 
our houſholds. This part of the diſcourſe I 
particularly wiſh my hearers not to forget; 
for the obvious mean of preventing the fur- 
ther ſpread of this evil is domeſtic piety. 
Family religion, which has been driven from 
our houſes by luxury and diffipation, muſt 
return to them. When that is reſtored, we 
may hope to ſee another face of things. 
Gop hath given us a warrant in his holy 
word, to expect, that his bleſſing will reſt 
upon that family in which he is honoured ; . 
and the natural tendency of good inſtruction, 
diſciphne, and example, to form virtuous 
habits, is a further, encouragement to hope, 
that our children will be dutiful and affectio- 
nate, and our ſervants faithful and orderly. 
And when religion has regained its influence 
in our houſes, there will be leſs cauſe of ap- 
prehenſion from the pernicious doctrines, 
which are propagated without doors. 


I am fully aware of one happy circum- 
ſtance with reſpect to our country; namely, 
that we have yet many amongſt us, who are 
* men 
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men that fear. GOD, and work righteouſneſs *. 
Vet, perhaps, it may be doubted, whether 
even they have been ſo attentive, as they 
ought to have been, to thoſe duties, in which 
religious men ſhould be an example to others, 
in ſuch a period as this. Let me requeſt 
them to examine themſelves on theſe points. 
Have they laid the ſins of the times to heart? 
Have they endeavoured, as far as was in their 
power, to prevent their increaſe? Have they 
been frequently on their knees, praying 
earneſtly for their country, their king, their 
ſenators, their magiſtrates, their clergy, and 
their churches? Have they attended to the 
voice of Divine Providence, as a voice which 
admoniſhed them to and ready for the com- 
ing of the Son of man f; Perhaps to theſe 
queſtions the - beſt part of the nation may 
reply with confuſion of face}, Let thoſe 
who ſtand in awe of Gop “ remember Meir 
« faults this day,” and be excited to the 
vigorous proſecution of the evident duties. of 
the times: Who knoweth but our GOD may 
return, and .refient, and yet leave a bleſſing 
behind him d. dhe 
-OAWn. 26. t Luke xii. 40. 


+ Daniel ix. 8. 5 Joel ii. 14. 
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It only remains, Brethren, that I remind 
you, that we ſhould perſevere in the duties, 
to which we are particularly called this day. 
It is to ſomething more than wweehing for one 
day between the forch and the altar, that the 
voice of Gop calls us. What will it avail 
to confeſs our fins, if we return t6 them! 
What can we expect by imploring the help 
of Go for one day, if we live in the allowed 
breach of his commandments all the year 
afterwards ? Surely it is high time, that we 
began to enquire, whether the chaſtiſements | 

we have been under have produced any good 
effect upon us. This is now the ſixth annual 

day of humiliation, to the obſervance of 
which we have been ſummoned, fince the 
commencement of the preſent war. Go 
grant that it may be the laſt for which there 
may be occaſion ! but what ground can we 
have to hope, that this will be our concluding 
Faſt Day, if it be not accompanied by - 
« returning to Gop with the whole heart * 


Brethren, if it be true humiliation of foul 
that we are now exerciſing, (and if it be not, 


what we are doing can be of no account with 
Gow); 
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God); J ſay, if it be true humiliation, it will 
be followed by a life correſponding with the 
ſolemn tranſactions of this day; and then a 
bleſſing will aſſuredly accompany our attend- 
ance in the Houſe of Gop: for it is written; 
He that confeſſeth and 1 his you Je 
Im _ 9. 


KS] Let all thoſe who — the LORD GOD 
in their hearts 7, take the comfort of this en- 
couraging declaration. Here is man's great 
hope, that God will never reject the prayer 
of a penitent offender. The Moſt High 
reveals himſelf full of mercy and compaſſion 
to the contrite finner, through the mediation 
of his only begotten Son. Let us look to 
our Redeemer for that contrite heart which 
GOD never deſhiſeth}: for he is exalted 10 

give repentance and remiſſion of fins d. Let. 
us ſeek to be on terms of peace with that 
Gon, who waiteth to be gracious |}; and be- 
ing reconciled to him, wait with hope, with 
patience, and with perfeverance in well doing, 
the final iſſue of all that takes place here: 


* Prov, xxviii. 13. f 1 Pet. iii. 1 5. + Pal. li. 17. 
$ AQs v. 31. {| Ifai, xxx. 18. | 
TE remem- 
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remembering, that wherever the ſervants of 
Gop be placed, the eye of their Gop will be 
upon them; and. whatever events occur in 
the adminiſtration of his providence, he will 
not fail of being a refuge to them, when they 
ſtand in need of one. The LORD #noweth, 
and he will not forget them that are his *, 
And of this he will convince all men. 
Either by the deliverance he grants to his 
ſervants from evil, or the ſupports he affords 
them under it, many,. even: before the con- 
ſummation of all things, hall diſcern between 
the righteous and the wicked; between him that 
ſerveth GOD, and him that ſerveth. him not +. 
But in the final reſult - of his Divine Provi- 
dence, this difference will ſtrike every eye. 
In the mean time, let the ſervants of Gop 
gird uf the loins of their mind; let them be 
fober, and liohe to the end f. Ere long they 
will be removed into that bleſſed ſtate, in 
. which the evils of this world will have no 
place. There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling ; there the weary are at reſt.” 
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